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April 28, 2026 

The Honorable Harmeet K. Dhillon 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

RE: Memorandum of Understanding Between the S.C. State Election 
Commission and the U.S. Department of Justice 

Dear Assistant Attorney General Dhillon: 

On behalf of the South Carolina State Election Commission (“SEC”), I am hereby 
transmitting the enclosed countersigned, fully executed copy of the Memorandum of 
Understanding (“MOU”) between the SEC and the United States Department of Justice 
(“Department”) concerning the SEC’s voter registration list and certain associated data 
(“VRL/Data”).  At today’s meeting, the SEC authorized the Executive Director to enter into 
this agreement and to execute the MOU pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 7-5-186(C), which 
expressly authorizes the SEC to enter into information- and data-sharing agreements for 
purposes of voter registration list maintenance. 

I want to express the SEC’s sincere appreciation for the professional and constructive 
dialogue with DOJ throughout this process, and in particular for DOJ’s willingness to 
incorporate several clarifications or considerations requested by the SEC.  By way of example, 
the SEC particularly appreciates the following refinements reflected in the final MOU: 

• Providing for transmission of the voter registration list and associated data
through DOJ’s encrypted Justice Enterprise File Sharing system, with the
requested last four digits of registrants’ Social Security Numbers transmitted
in hashed form using a mutually agreed cryptographic method—an approach
consistent with that used by the Electronic Registration Information Center
(“ERIC”) and other States. We appreciate DOJ’s recognition that this approach
materially reduces the risk associated with transmitting sensitive personal
identifying information while preserving DOJ’s ability to perform meaningful
list-maintenance review.

• Clarifying, in Section VIII, that the SEC will review the relevant data and
remove any ineligible voters “as identified by [DOJ] and confirmed by the
SEC.”  The SEC appreciates DOJ’s willingness to adopt language that
accurately reflects the SEC’s independent role and statutory responsibility in
making eligibility determinations.

• Recognizing, also in Section VIII, that the section is not intended to prevent
the SEC from complying with any federal or state law that may require notice
to be provided to registrants before they are removed from the voter rolls.



• Specifying the MOU’s effective date, duration, and termination, while also
permitting either party to terminate the MOU, with or without cause, upon
ninety (90) days’ advance written notice.

From the SEC’s perspective, the resulting MOU is an apolitical agreement that responsibly 
balances DOJ’s legitimate governmental interests under the National Voter Registration Act 
(“NVRA”) and the Help America Vote Act (“HAVA”) with the SEC’s statutory obligations 
under South Carolina law and its duty to safeguard, simultaneously, the integrity of South 
Carolina’s elections and the personal information of South Carolina’s registered voters. 

Consistent with the position the SEC has communicated to DOJ throughout this 
process, please be advised that, contemporaneously with execution of the MOU, the SEC 
intends to release publicly a copy of the MOU.  The SEC believes that doing so aligns with 
the revised confidentiality language and serves the public’s legitimate interest in transparency 
regarding intergovernmental agreements concerning voter information.  Indeed, the SEC has 
publicly disclosed similar data-sharing agreements with other States. 

The SEC remains committed to maintaining the accuracy, security, and integrity of 
South Carolina’s voter rolls in compliance with applicable South Carolina law.  To these ends, 
the SEC looks forward to working cooperatively with DOJ under the terms of the MOU to 
ensure every eligible citizen has the opportunity to register to vote and participate in fair and 
impartial elections with the assurance that every vote will count 

Should you or your team have any questions regarding this letter, the executed MOU, 
or the SEC’s implementation of the same, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Enclosures 
cc w/ enc: Eric Neff, Esquire 

Acting Chief, Voting Section 
Civil Rights Division 
United States Department of Justice 

Conway Belangia 
Executive Director 
South Carolina State Election Commission 


























